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mutton, because it became one of the things to be got up and
examined upon in one "subject," instead of becoming a
powerful means of expression in many fields of inquiry. Some
of the most recent arithmetical text-books are full of examples
which exist nowhere except in text-books, and which illuminate
nothing that the pupil wants to be or to do. The only purpose
that can be at work in the pupil's mind is that of pleasing his
teacher and passing an examination, and occasionally the more
commendable purpose of solving an amusing puzzle. Similarly
all but the best of recent text-books of the English language
consist largely of pigeon-holed statements about parts of
speech, faults of speech, figures of speech, and so on.
Long ago, Plato wrote discursive dialogues on certain themes,
and Aristotle wrote formal treatises on similar themes. Plato's
dialogues are informal and unsystematic, and make no pretence
whatever of reaching and presenting final solutions of the
problems raised, but they stir the reader to active thought, they
manifest piercing insight into the heart of the matter under
discussion, and they carry the intelligent reader along through
sheer force of interest. Aristotle's treatises are in the nature of
complete guides to those who want to know. They are coldly
and stiffly systematic, and it is safe to affirm of most of them
that, with the exception of professed scholars, no one ever reads
them who is not compelled to do so. In short, they are text-
books. To quote from a distinguished authority, "Plato's
influence was immense, and less external than Aristotle's,
because the form of his writings did not lend itself so well to
literal acceptation as an absolute authority"; whereas Aris-
totle, who was "neither deep nor original,'* invented "well-
coined formulas—verbal distinctions which are easy to handle.
He set up a machine whose works, "once set in motion, give
the illusion of penetrating reflection and real knowledge. . . .
So he, for a long time, turned science away from paths in which
it might fairly soon have made decisive progress. On the other
hand... he was a mighty encyclopaedist and a master

